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Kerygma
Michigan…the Progressive State?
On March 1, 1847, only ten years after
achieving statehood, Michigan became the
first government in the English-speaking world
to ban capital punishment. A bi-partisan
commission drafted an amendment to the
Constitution that prohibited the execution of
any person convicted of premeditated, first-
degree murder. Michigan remains the only
state with these specific protections in place.
Isn’t it curious that Michigan is now
considering an amendment that grants no
rights whatsoever to an innocent individual in
the womb?
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It seems like there should be no debate
whatsoever in our modern era where
science can tell us so much about
ourselves. Heartbeats are now detected
even before an actual heart organ is
developed in the human embryo.
Notice I typed “human embryo”…this
shows some prejudice of our modern
world to call the unborn a person. But, if
we are consistent in our scientific
investigation we see that this “embryo” is
a human person from the moment of
conception onwards. We all came into
the world in this same manner, so it is
curious that so many intelligent people
see the birth of a child to be a conflict
with a woman’s rights.

Incidentally, fifty percent of all human
births are female (part of the Divine Plan,
you know). How are their rights,
determined? Should the rights of these
“unborn female human embryos” only
be activated if their birth mothers choose
to not abort them?

Logic doesn’t fit this position very well.
But after fifty years of the legally flawed
interpretation of Roe vs. Wade, millions of
women have been told it is OK to abort
their child…the government allows it.

And that is part of the larger problem.
People are looking to the government for
guidance regarding this basic human
right. The Creator of all has given us
guidance for all aspects of life. Why do
so many follow a politician in opposition

to the teachings of the GOD of the
Universe? As Catholics we know when
life begins. We know that all humans are
endowed with a soul by their Creator at
the moment of conception. In fact, the
Lord said of Jeremiah…”before I formed
you in the womb I knew you.” So all lives
are precious. And a life begun in a
moment rape is no less precious than any
other person. Hard for some of us to
reconcile, but then there are many things
that we need to quietly reflect upon in
order to know GOD’s Will.

The text of Proposal 3 is included in this
Newsletter, along with commentary from
the Archdiocese regarding the sinister
implications of this flawed amendment.
Please take the time to read (to really
read) the Proposal. Nobody wants to see
Michigan become a center for “anything
goes” abortion. Keep Michigan’s
reputation as a place where life is
preserved with respect and don’t let it
become a place where life is devalued
and discarded.

Ultimately the elections this year will not
decide anything on this issue…in the
same manner that past elections have
not resolved the issue. Ultimately,
abortion will not end with political
dictates or laws, but only with the
conversion of hearts. Let us pray to end
the scourge of abortion.

Let us recall what Jesus told his disciples
(and us)… ”Love one another as I have
loved you.”

-Gordon Peck

8 weeks
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FULL TEXT OF PROPOSAL 3

AMENDMENT TO THE MICHIGAN CONSTITUTION

Article 1, Section 28 Right to Reproductive Freedom 

(1) Every individual has a fundamental right to reproductive freedom, which entails the 

right to make and effectuate decisions about all matters relating to pregnancy, including 

but not limited to prenatal care, childbirth, postpartum care, contraception, sterilization, 

abortion care, miscarriage management, and infertility care. 

An individual’s right to reproductive freedom shall not be denied, burdened, nor 

infringed upon unless justified by a compelling state interest achieved by the least 

restrictive means.

Notwithstanding the above, the state may regulate the provision of abortion care after 

fetal viability, provided that in no circumstance shall the state prohibit an abortion that, 

in the professional judgment of an attending health care professional, is medically 

indicated to protect the life or physical or mental health of the pregnant individual. 

(2) The state shall not discriminate in the protection or enforcement of this fundamental 

right. 

(3) The state shall not penalize, prosecute, or otherwise take adverse action against an 

individual based on their actual, potential, perceived, or alleged pregnancy outcomes, 

including but not limited to miscarriage, stillbirth, or abortion. Nor shall the state 

penalize, prosecute, or otherwise take adverse action against someone for aiding or 

assisting a pregnant individual in exercising their right to reproductive freedom with 

their voluntary consent. 

(4) For the purposes of this section: 

A state interest is “compelling” only if it is for the limited purpose of protecting the 

health of an individual seeking care, consistent with accepted clinical standards of 

practice and evidence-based medicine, and does not infringe on that individual’s 

autonomous decision-making. 

“Fetal viability” means: the point in pregnancy when, in the professional judgment of 

an attending health care professional and based on the particular facts of the case, there 

is a significant likelihood of the fetus’s sustained survival outside the uterus without 

the application of extraordinary medical measures. 

(5) This section shall be self-executing. Any provision of this section held invalid shall be 

severable from the remaining portions of this section
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Fact: Proposal 3 will allow abortion up to, 

and including, the day of birth.

Where to find it in Proposal 3: “In no 

circumstances shall the State prohibit an 

abortion that, in the professional judgement of 

an attending health care professional, is 

medically indicated to protect the life or 

physical or mental health of the pregnant 

individual” (Bold Added) Article 1, Section 28, 

no. (1), 3rd paragraph.

The overall intent of this amendment is to 

remove any barrier to abortion if the woman 

consents to the procedure. Mental health is not 

defined by the amendment. Therefore, it is open 

to interpretation and can include anything 

related to mental health, including stress, 

anxiety, depression or even worry. By prohibiting 

the state from regulating abortions based on the 

“mental” health of the mother, the necessity of 

an abortion can be determined for any reason. 

This caveat has been used in other jurisdictions 

as the legal pretext for abortion on demand.

This is not the only exception under the 

amendment that permits late-term abortion. See 

for example, the new, subjective definition of 

"fetal viability," coupled with the prohibition on 

prosecuting the Incorrect exercise of such 

discretion. See, Article 1, Section 28, no. (1), 

2nd paragraph, no. (3) 2nd sentence, and no (4) 

2nd paragraph.

If the amendment is passed, abortion will be 

legal in Michigan up to and including the day of 

birth.

Fact: Proposal 3 will eliminate dozens of 

Michigan laws that presently regulate 

abortion.

Where to find it in Proposal 3:

Our Michigan Constitution restricts the power of 

our Michigan legislature. All laws enacted by the 

legislature must comply with the Constitution, or 

they are invalid. This has been recognized since 

at least 1885 in the early case of 

Attorney General v. Preston (January, 1885), 56 

Mich 177.

Once a constitutional amendment Is enacted, all 

laws currently In place which violate the 

amendment are also Invalid, and the Courts will 

not uphold those laws if they are challenged.

Fact: Proposal 3 will eliminate parental consent 

and notification laws.

Where to find it in Proposal 3: Parental consent 

and notification laws conflict with the proposal. 

“Every individual has a right to reproductive 

freedom, which entails the right to make and 

effectuate decisions about all matters relating to 

pregnancy…” (Bold added) Article 1, Section 28, no. 

(1), 1st sentence – The use of the word “individual” 

without any age limit, as opposed to “adult” will 

include minors.

Further, the proposal prohibits the state from 

regulating abortions that “infringe on that 

individual’s autonomous decision-making.” (Bold 

added) Article 1, Section 28, no. (4), 1st paragraph. 

–The parent’s right to be notified or consent to a 

child’s decision to have an abortion could be 

considered as infringing on the child’s autonomous 

decision-making.

Separate from the use of the broad word, 

"Individual," the proposal also states: "The state 

shall not discriminate in the protection or 

enforcement of this fundamental right." Other 

Michigan laws and constitutional provisions Identify 

characteristics which cannot be used to 

discriminate. For example, with regard to "public 

employment" Article 1, Section 26, paragraph 2 

provides, "The state shall not discriminate against, 

or grant preferential treatment to, any individual or 

group on the basis of race, sex, color, ethnicity, or 

national origin." Since minority is not included in this 

example, the state can discriminate on the basis of 

minority. However, In Proposal 3, no characteristics 

are Identified at all. It simply says that the state 

cannot discriminate, period. Accordingly, all 

characteristics are protected, including minority.

Fact: Proposal 3 will eliminate laws that prohibit 

partial-birth abortion.

Where to find it in Proposal 3: Partial birth 

abortion is a procedure by which the child is 

delivered feet first, killed while the head is still in the 

uterus, then the head is crushed, then the head is 

delivered. Such an abortion could fall under the 

following protection: "in no circumstance shall the 

state prohibit an abortion that, in the professional 

judgment of an attending health care professional, is 

medically indicated to protect the life or physical or 

mental health of the pregnant individual." 

Accordingly, if a health care professional determines 

that partial birth abortion Is "medically Indicated," 

then no law can prevent It.
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Fact: Proposal 3 will eliminate informed 

medical consent laws.

Where to find it in Proposal 3: Physicians are 

typically required to Inform their patients of risks. 

However, the proposal text provides: "The state 

shall not penalize, prosecute, or otherwise take 

adverse action against an individual … for aiding 

or assisting a pregnant individual in exercising 

their right to reproductive freedom with 

their voluntary consent." Sec 3.

Accordingly, someone assisting an abortion will 

not be held accountable, if the pregnant individual 

merely “voluntarily” consented, without any 

information about the risks.

Also, in Sec 1, 2nd paragraph, the language 

prohibits infringement on the “right to reproductive 

freedom” unless for a “compelling state interest.” 

In Sec 4, “compelling” is defined to require that the 

interest meet three standards: 1) it is for the limited 

purpose of protecting the health of the individual, 

2) consistent with accepted clinical standards of 

practice, AND 3) does not infringe on that 

individual’s autonomous decision-making. It may 

be argued that “informed consent” does not 

expressly protect the health of the individual and 

the requirement to hear information of potential 

risks could impose on her autonomous decision-

making if she decides she does not want to know 

the risks.

Fact: Proposal 3 will eliminate 24-hour waiting 

periods before an abortion can be performed.

Where to find it in Proposal 3: In Sec 1, 2nd 

paragraph, the language prohibits infringement on 

the “right to reproductive freedom” unless for a 

“compelling state interest.” In Sec 4, “compelling” 

is defined to require that the interest meet three 

standards: 1) it is for the limited purpose of 

protecting the health of the individual, 2) consistent 

with accepted clinical standards of practice, AND 

3) does not infringe on that individual’s 

autonomous decision-making.

It is unlikely that a 24-hour waiting period will meet 

this standard; it is not directly related to the “health 

of the individual,” is not required by clinical 

standards of practice, and would likely infringe on 

one’s autonomous decision-making if they decide 

they do not want to wait 24-hours. .

Fact: Proposal 3 will eliminate laws that 

prohibit taxpayer-funded abortion.

Where to find it in Proposal 3: Sec 2 says “The 

state shall not discriminate in the protection or 

enforcement of this fundamental right.” So, the 

state ban on public funding of abortion will likely be 

seen as discriminating against this “fundamental 

right" because the state provides funding for other 

health procedures for low-income individuals.

Fact: Proposal 3 will eliminate laws that require 

abortion facilities to be licensed and inspected 

by the State of Michigan.

Where to find it in Proposal 3: In Sec 1, 2nd 

paragraph, the language prohibits infringement on 

the “right to reproductive freedom” unless for a 

“compelling state interest.” In Sec 4, “compelling” is 

defined to require that the interest meet three 

standards: 1) it is for the limited purpose of 

protecting the health of the individual, 2) consistent 

with accepted clinical standards of practice, AND 

3) does not infringe on that individual’s 

autonomous decision-making. It is unlikely that 

abortion clinic regulations will meet this standard 

because “accepted clinical standards of practice” 

set by the abortion industry do not include state 

licensing and inspection.

Of note, in 2012, while the Michigan legislature 

was considering the abortion facility health and 

safety regulations currently in law, Planned 

Parenthood and the abortion industry strongly 

opposed the regulations.

Fact: Proposal 3 will eliminate laws that 

prosecute anyone who injures or kills a woman 

during an abortion.

Where to find it in Proposal 3: The proposal 

states that, “nor shall the State penalize, prosecute, 

or otherwise take adverse action against someone 

for aiding or assisting a pregnant individual 

exercising their right to reproductive freedom with 

their voluntary consent.” Article 1, Section 28, no. 

(3)

And so long as the pregnant individual voluntarily 

consented, this language could prevent the state 

from taking any “adverse action” against 

“someone” aiding or assisting a pregnant 

individual, regardless of the outcome of their 

assistance.
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Fact: Proposal 3 will eliminate laws that 

protect the conscience rights of persons who 

refuse to participate in abortion such as 

doctors and nurses.

Where to find it in Proposal 3: The proposal 

states that, “An individual's right to reproductive 

freedom shall not be denied, burdened, nor 

infringed upon…” (Bold added) Article 1, Section 

28, no. (1), 2nd paragraph. A doctor, nurse or 

other health care professional who objects to an 

abortion because of their con-science would 

present a “burden” for the woman seeking an 

abortion.

Sec 1, 2nd paragraph requires that this burden 

only be allowed if for a “compelling state interest.” 

In Sec 4, “compelling” is defined to require that 

the interest meet three standards: 1) it is for the 

limited purpose of protecting the health of the 

individual, 2) consistent with accepted clinical 

standards of practice, AND 3) does not infringe 

on that individual’s autonomous decision-making. 

A doctor or nurse refusing to participate due to 

their conscience would fail to meet the three 

requirements for a compelling interest standard.

Conscience protections for health care 

professionals would not be seen as protecting the 

health of the individual seeking care, are not 

incorporated into accepted clinical standards of 

practice and would infringe on the individual’s 

autonomous decision-making.

Fact: Proposal 3 will likely prohibit parental 

consent rights if your child wishes to pursue –

or is being pressured into pursuing – medical 

procedures or chemical treatments intended 

to change the outward appearance of his or 

her biological sex.

Where to find it in Proposal 3: Parental consent 

and notification laws conflict with the proposal 

“Every individual has a right to reproductive 

freedom, which entails the right to make and 

effectuate decisions about all matters relating to 

pregnancy, including but not limited to prenatal 

care, childbirth, postpartum care, 

contraception, sterilization, abortion care, 

miscarriage management, and infertility care.” 

(Bold added) Article 1, Section 28, no. (1), 1st 

sentence – The use of the word “individual” 

without any age limit, as opposed to “adult” will 

include minors.

This language confers a constitutional right to 

sterilization directly to the minor. By invoking this 

constitutional right, the minor could obtain 

sterilizing procedures without any parental 

involvement. The hormones and medications 

used in “gender transition” treatment are the 

same used for some types of sterilization, while 

gender change procedures and surgeries are 

inherently sterilizing.

If the courts read "relating to pregnancy" as a 

narrowing restriction, It Is possible that such laws 

related to parental consent for such certain 

gender change procedures would remain In 

place, but not for others. However, If this clause Is 

read broadly by the courts, It may also Include 

even gender change surgery.

Further, the proposal prohibits the state from 

regulations that “infringe on that 

individual’s autonomous decision-making.” 

(Bold added) Article 1, Section 28, no. (4), 1st 

paragraph. – A parent’s right to be notified or 

consent to a child’s decision to have these 

sterilizing procedures or hormonal “fertility” 

treatments done could infringe on the child’s 

autonomous decision-making
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September 16, 2022

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

We are less than two months from the November 8 election, during which voters in 
Michigan will decide on an issue of paramount importance to protecting the 
inherent, God-given dignity of all people.

Abortion advocates under “Reproductive Freedom For All” seek to amend the state 
constitution to allow unregulated abortion on demand through all nine months of 
pregnancy. This effort, primarily funded by out-of-state dollars, is spearheaded by 
Planned Parenthood and the ACLU. It will appear on the ballot as Proposal 3.

The implications of this proposal are vast and extreme. If passed, the proposal’s 
vague wording would result in the elimination of dozens of Michigan laws relating to 
abortion, including: laws prohibiting partial-birth abortion and taxpayer-funded 
abortion; laws requiring parental consent and informed consent for abortion; laws 
protecting the conscience rights of persons who refuse to participate in abortion, 
and more. The proposal would prohibit lawsuits from being brought against any 
individual for performing an abortion, even when complications result from the 
procedure.

Proposal 3 is not about protecting existing rights, but rather about revoking the right 
to life for an untold number of human beings.

This is a grave offense to the dignity and sanctity of unborn, innocent human life. As 
people of faith who witness to the Good News of Jesus Christ and His teachings, we 
fervently oppose this deadly proposal and are taking action to defeat it. On behalf 
of the Catholic dioceses of Michigan, including the Archdiocese of Detroit, the 
Michigan Catholic Conference earlier this year partnered with Right to Life 
Michigan and other pro-life organizations to form a coalition called Citizens to 
Support MI Women and Children to oppose and, ultimately, to defeat this 
dangerous proposal.

In support of these efforts, I offer you three invitations to act:

PRAY: As advocates for the sanctity of life and truth, we always begin with prayer. 
Let us pray that our fellow Catholics and all people of goodwill will reject Proposal 3 
in recognition of the danger it poses for women, children, and their families. To assist 
in our prayer, I will be celebrating Mass at 11 a.m. October 2 at the Cathedral of the 
Most Blessed Sacrament, in gratitude to the Sacred Heart of Jesus for the gift of all 
human life. I hope to see you there.
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VOTE: As faithful citizens, we look forward to casting our votes on November 8. 
Catholics in the Archdiocese of Detroit are called to uphold the inherent dignity of 
all people by voting against Proposal 3, rejecting its “anything goes” approach to 
the destruction of human life. To vote in favor of this proposal would be to actively 
participate in the promotion and expansion of the intrinsic moral evil of abortion.

GIVE: As members of a family of faith, we can spread awareness among Catholics, 
practicing or otherwise, and others about the true nature of Proposal 3 and its 
consequences for life, women, families, and children. You can do this in part by 
discussing it with family, friends, and members of your community, but your reach 
will grow exponentially through your support of the statewide coalition dedicated to 
preventing this proposal from distorting our state constitution. I invite you to visit 
supportmiwomenandchildren.org to learn more about the amendment, view a list 
of the dozens of laws it would impact, and consider a financial contribution to these 
efforts.

As we protect and defend life from the moment of conception through natural 
death, we must at the same time accompany and support women experiencing 
difficult or unintended pregnancies. That is why the pro-life office of the 
Archdiocese of Detroit is working with our parishes and Catholic Charities of 
Southeast Michigan, the charitable arm of the archdiocese, to redouble efforts to 
provide assistance and resources to women and families across the region, 
especially through initiatives like Walking With Moms in Need. We cannot create a 
world where abortion is unthinkable without also creating a world in which all 
families receive the support they need. This work of mercy is critical and continuous. 
Together, we are building a culture of life where vulnerable families are given the 
help and support they need to choose and sustain life. For more information on 
these efforts, please visit aod.org/prolife.

Please join me in praying that this destructive proposal is defeated, and that 
Catholics and others use their votes to uphold the right to life and the inherent 
dignity of all people. Let us always have confidence in Jesus Christ, who has 
triumphed over death and invites us to this work of accomplishing God’s will in our 
midst.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

The Most Reverend Allen H. Vigneron

Archbishop of Detroit
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All Men are welcome and invited to attend.
Meetings are the 1st and 3rd Saturday 
each month; 8:00 am – 9:30 am in the 

Social Hall (at St. Paul of Tarsus Church)

Also, the 4th Thursday of each month
6:30 pm – 8:00 pm in the Library

NO cost / NO prerequisites / 
NO long-term commitment

Only requirement: a desire to grow in 
holiness with other men

For questions see … 
https://spotmensfsg.wordpress.com/contact/

St. Paul of Tarsus is at the Northeast corner 
of Romeo Plank and Canal

41300 Romeo Plank Rd, Clinton Twp, MI 
48038

https://www.facebook.com/SPOTJourneyMen/

An opportunity for Catholic Men to come together 
for Scripture, Prayer, Discussion and Inspiration.

Iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another … 
Proverbs 27:17

Pray for 

Peace in 

Ukraine and 

the World

Lord Jesus, 
As You once called the first disciples to make 
them fishers of men, let Your sweet invitation 
continue to re-sound: Come, follow Me!

Give young men and women the grace of 
responding quickly to Your voice.

Support our bishops, priests, and consecrated 
people in their apostolic labor.  Grant 
perseverance to our seminarians and to all 
those who are carrying out the ideal of a life 
totally consecrated to Your service.

Mary, Mother of the Church, the model of every 
vocation, help us to say “Yes” to the Lord Who 
calls us to cooperate in the divine plan of 
salvation.

We ask this in Jesus’ name, Amen

- Prayer of Pope Saint John Paul II
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Shrine of 

St. Joseph

Detroit

Parish 
Founded 
1855

Church 
Dedicated
1873

Historic 
Registry 
1972

Shrine                
2018
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Saint Malachy:
Web Site-
http://www.saintmalachychurch.org/
And Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/StMalachyChurch/

Cable Television:
EWTN (Eternal Word Television Network)
Livestreamed via Internet, or
ATT U-Verse Channel 562
WOW Channel 44
Comcast/Xfinity 393

EWTN Website:  https://www.ewtn.com/
EWTN can be downloaded to your computer, phone, 
or TV (free channel)
Videos On-Demand
https://video.ewtn.com/
Religious Catalogue for Books, Videos. Devotional 
Items, other:
https://www.ewtnreligiouscatalogue.com/

Archdiocese of Detroit:
https://www.aod.org/
Detroit Catholic Daily News
https://detroitcatholic.com/

Shalom World TV
https://www.shalomworld.org

Ave Maria Radio
https://avemariaradio.net/
Download live or recorded programs

United States Council of Catholic bishops
Policy, Bible (Scriptures) and More
http://www.usccb.org/
Download daily scripture to your phone.  Appears 
around 6:30 am every morning
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/

Word on Fire (bishop Robert Barron)
Daily Readings and Reflection; Books and Videos
https://www.wordonfire.org/

Dynamic Catholic (Matthew Kelly)
Sign up for “Best Lent Ever” daily messages and 
reflections
https://dynamiccatholic.com/

CATHOLIC RESOURCES

Be kind to one another,
Check up on your friends and family,
Give your fellow parishioners a call,
Share the Truth of the Gospel,
Share this Newsletter with them.

Christ is counting on us

My Lord Jesus Christ, 
Thou hast made this journey 
to die for me 
with love unutterable, 
and I have so many times 
Unworthily abandoned Thee; 
but now I love Thee 
with my whole heart, 
And because I love Thee 
I repent sincerely for 
having ever offended Thee. 
Pardon me, my God, 
and permit me to accompany              
Thee on this journey. 
Thou goest to die for love of me; 
I wish also,
my beloved Redeemer, 
to die for love of Thee. 
My Jesus, 
I will live and die 
always united to Thee.

Amen

http://www.saintmalachychurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/StMalachyChurch/
https://www.ewtn.com/
https://video.ewtn.com/
https://www.ewtnreligiouscatalogue.com/
https://www.aod.org/
https://detroitcatholic.com/
https://www.shalomworld.org/
https://avemariaradio.net/
http://www.usccb.org/
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/
https://www.wordonfire.org/
https://dynamiccatholic.com/

